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THE CENTER FOR
POSITIVE

ONNECTIONS

SUPPORT & RESOURCE CENTER

12570 NE 7th Avenue ¢ Suite 104
North Miami, FL 33161
phone 305-891-2066 ° fax 305-891-5053
toll-free 888-pos-conn (767-2666)
mail: email@positiveconnections.org
www.positiveconnections.org
hours of operation:
Mon.-Thurs. 9am-9pm e Fri. 9am-6pm

There’s something for everyone
CHECK OUT OUR SUPPORT GROUPS
at the Center and in Tampa
Call or e-mail us to be put on our mailing list. Or better
yet, sign up to receive the newsletter by e-mail. Want to
help run a support group? Call us with your interest.

SUPPORT CORNER

MIAMI SUPPORT GROUPS

HETEROSEXUAL SUPPORT GROUP
Every Wednesday e 7-9 pm
HETERO & FAMILY & FRIENDS SUPPORT GROUP
1st Wednesday of month e 7-9 pm
GAY SUPPORT GROUP
Every Tuesday ® 7-9 pm
GRUPO DE APOYO EN ESPANOL
Every Monday e 7-9 pm
SPANISH FAMILY & FRIENDS
4th Monday of month e 7-9 pm
WOMEN’S SUPPORT GROUP
4th Saturday of month e 6pm
Meet at TCPC, we will travel together
Dinner sponsored by various pharmeuticals
GROUPS FUNDED BY RYAN WHITE TITLE | & CDBG/CITY OF N. MIAMI

TAMPA Socials Third weekend of the month
Meet at various locations in Tampa area.

Call Brian for details. Cell: 727-458-1249

Email: PosConnTampaBay@aol.com

Web: www.poscontampabay.com

Or call TCPC at 1-888-pos-conn(767-2666).

NEW YORK Hetero Support Group

NYC Peer-led support group has been suspended.

Interested in setting up a group in NYC? Call Sheri
at TCPC: 1-888-pos-conn(767-2666).

NEED PEER, GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL MENTAL HEALTH
COUNSELING? ARE YOU A RYAN WHITE CLIENT?

TCPC receives reimbursement from Ryan White Title |
for group, peer or individual psychosocial counseling.
If you or a family member are interested, have your
case manager send us a referral.

A Year-End Message from the Executive Director

Dear Friend:

“It was the best of times; it was the worst of times.” So begins A Tale of Two
Centers, with apologies to Charles Dickens. Here at The Center for Positive
Connections, we are desperately hoping that our stocking will be filled with
more than a lump of coal this holiday season.

We were having a wonderful year; we celebrated our 10th anniversary, our
client base continued to climb, our services were expanded, and our POZ cruise
was the most successful ever. But all that quickly changed when Hurricane
Wilma raced across South Florida and saw fit to wreak havoc with our center.
Our roof was damaged in the storm, and water poured in during an ensuing
rainstorm.

e Ceilings collapsed throughout the Center.

e Water damage could be found in many rooms and offices.

e Sofas in our lobby were severely damaged.

e Only essential personnel were able to remain in the building.

e Support groups and wellness services had to be moved to a temporary
location.

Your help is needed, as we continue to recover from the devastation. Our total
unanticipated expenses to keep the Center running ran so deep that we find
ourselves on shaky ground. We even made the decision to send out our annual
appeal as an email so that those funds could be put to better use. More than
ever, your generosity can make a difference in keeping our valuable services
available to the community.

In our 10 years, we have relied little on individual donations. Much of our
funding came from government entities. Adding to our woes, this money is
slowly but surely drying up. We must fill that void. In order to do that, we are
turning to you.

You can get us through these lean times, and propel the Center to new heights.
Please make your contribution today.

With deepest appreciation,
Sheri Kaplan, Founder and Executive Director
The Center for Positive Connections

P.S. These are extraordinary times for us. Please consider making the Center
your primary charitable organization this year.

Donate Now!

Go to our website and clickOr, if you prefer to pay by check, send to:
The Center for Positive Connections
12570 NE 7 Avenue, Suite 104, North Miami, FL 33161

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE 1-800-435-7352. REGISTRATION DOES NOT
IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

TCPC MEMBERSHIP POLICY DUES / FEE STRUCTURE

We ask all clients of Positive Connections to contribute their yearly dues of $20, and for those not working or on
disability $10. These dues help sustain the center’s operating expenses. We ask for your continued support so we
can keep providing holistic and social support service programs that the government funding sources do not
financially support. We will never turn anyone away due to lack of funds.

Suggested fees for holistic and other services will be as follows and will be collected from the receptionist upon
signing in for services.

¢ Body Work (Reiki, Cranial, Trager etc.): $5 per session. Massage: $10 per session.

* Acupuncture, Haircuts: $5 per session

* Suggested donation for individual mental health counseling for those not on Ryan White: $5.

e Educational lectures and social activities are funded programs, but donations will be gratefully accepted.
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Picture yourself in Tuscany, Italy

for a fabulous week with TCPC

Come on! Grab one of those 21 spots available
April 22-29, 2006

Sponsored by Winescapes and The Center for Positive Connections
See details on next page

E CENTER FOR POSITIVE CONNECTIONS




Tuscany Trip details

This retreat vacation is open to the HIV+
community, straight or gay. We will stay at Villa
Sole del Chianti, one of the largest and most
beautiful estates in the heart of the wine
country in Tuscany. Our location could not be
better, Villa Sole del Chianti is in the town of
Tavarnelle Val di Pesa, just south of Florence, a
thirty-minute drive. Siena and other great
destinations are within an hour.

The following rates for the week stay at Villa

Sole del Chianti depend on accommodations,

but all include:

e Transportation from and to the airport
(Rome) by motor coach

e Local ground transportation in minivans

e Welcome group dinner at the Villa, goodbye
dinner at San Marciano restaurant

e Three group lunches in restaurants

Our tours focus on wine and gourmet cuisine.
The entire vacation can be viewed as an on-
going, on-site course and education on those
delicious subjects: you will return home
knowing a lot more than you know now,
regardless of your current experience or
interest.

Escorted, guided visits to :

¢ Florence, The Uffizi museum and historical
center

e Siena, Piazza del Campo and historical
center, The Medici Fortress and the wine
museum

e San Gimignano, the “City of Towers”, where
we will have lunch and meet with friends of
the Italian HIV+ community

e Assisi, beautiful hometown of Saint Francis in
the region of Umbria

e Badia a Coltibuono Abbey and winery in the
town of Gaiole in Chianti, wine tasting and
lunch at their restaurant

e The Villa’s own olive oil production facility

But we will have a more varied schedule, and
flexible, since we will have our own
transportation, three comfortable minivans that
will accommodate us all. You might decide to
skip the winery visit and enjoy the pool or
some other quiet corner around our villa and its
beautiful surroundings. Your guide will be with
you through every group event, trip and meal,
as we cruise the magical Tuscan landscape
with its lush green hills and valleys, its ancient
hilltop towns, history rich cities and their
artistic masterpieces.

What'’s not included:

e airfare from the US (expect to pay $500
round trip)

® maid service

Price: Prices range from $950 to $1150 per
person. For price breakdown and
accommodations check out the website:
http://mysite.verizon.net/vze3mcwt/

Accommodations and bed configurations are
not flexible and need to be arranged on a room
by room basis. Only one of the bedrooms in
the “poggiarello” cottage/apartment has two
single beds. All others have queen size beds or
sofas so you need to be either a couple or
don’t mind sleeping in the same bed with a
friend.Sheri and Georgio will try to help you find
the most suitable accommodations.

Limited to 21 people only, so hurry, space will
go very fast! $350 deposit required NOW.

If you are interested in this trip:

Step 1:

Contact Sheri Kaplan at
skaplan@positiveconnections.org to discuss
accommodation availability. The Center for
Positive Connections, 12570 NE 7th Ave.,
Suite 104, North Miami, FL 33161,

tel: 305-891-2066, toll free: 888-POS-CONN
(767-2666), fax: 305-891-5053,
WWW.positiveconnections.org

Step 2:
Contact Georgio at gtessari@verizon.net,
http://mysite.verizon.net/vze3mcwt/

Step 3:

Read and sign the Reservation Agreement
Form and mail it with a check payable to
Winescapes for a non-refundable deposit of
30% of your total amount to: Giorgio Tessari,
Winescapes, PO Box 713, East Dennis, MA
02641

Step 4:

The remaining amount is due by February 15th,
2006. For credit card payments using PayPal,
add 5%. Upon receiving full payment you will be
sent a confirmation invoice.

For information on airfares, or pre and post
travel arrangements, contact: Paul Stalbaum,
Universal Travel/American Express, 1425C S.E.
17 St., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316, 954-761-
1500 ext. 241, 800-735-0401 ext. 241, fax
954-463-2703 fax, paul@universal-travel.com
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DECEMBER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

MR

Sunday December 11th ¢ 8pm

NEW WAVE
MAGIC SHOW

Saturday, December 3rd ¢ 3pm

“Match”Match

A Florida Premiere by Steven Belber
Mosaic Theatre, 12200 W. Broward, Building 300, Plantation

Mike and Lisa Davis arrive at the apartment of Tobi Powell, who lives Marco Polo Resort, 19201 Collins Ave, Sunny

alone in Inwood, on the northern tip of Manhattan. They are there to Isles Beach

interview him about his life as a dancer and choreographer, but it is NEW WAVE MAGIC is a dazzling whirlwind of Magic, Music, Costumes,

soon evident that their agenda is as multilayered as the life story that Special Effects, Showgirls, Comedy, and Dance unlike anything ever

Tobi begins to tell them. What happens next will either ruin or inspire seen in South Florida. Watch them levitate in mid-air, they’ll make

them — and definitely change their lives forever. 10 complimentary tick- beautiful showgirls appear... and disappear... they will even prove that

ets. For additional tickets call 954-577-8243 www.mosaictheatre.com Elvis is still alive! Kevin and Caruso have been entertaining audiences

Sponsored by Mosaic Theatre and MAC AIDS FUND and producing shows around the world for 15 years. 20 tickets
available. Call 1-800-600-6244 for additional tickets.

Thursday, December 8th ¢ Spm Sponsored by Kevin and Caruso of New Wave Magic

“LADIES AN D N OT-S O- Tuesday, December 13th ¢ 7pm

GENTLE WOMEN” Flovida Panthers
New Thetre, 4120 Laguna, Coral Gables w NMW

It’s the Life Styles of the Rich and Famous as writ-

ten for Masterpiece Theater. Its heroines were part Office Depot Center One Panther Parkway, Sunrise
of what used to be called “old New York society” 30 tickets available. For additional tickets call 954-835-7200
and bore such illustrious names as Vanderbilt, Sponsored by Florida Panthers and MAC AIDS FUND
Harriman, Morgan, De Wolfe, and Marbury. They www. floridapanthers.com

never rebelled against the world into

which they were fortunate enough to be ' !
born, but, instead, they lightheartedly A il Sunday, December 18th ¢ 5pm

broke every one of its rules with such L = U] »”
finesse that they did not so much as P Ve Z Z;he M%ZOZ&ZG/Q@Z
chip a piece of its fine china. Cale” d A
Ten complimentary tickets.for z
additional tickets call 305-443-5909,
www.new-theatre.org

Sponsored By New Theatre and MAC AIDS

Jackie Gleason Theater, 1700 Washington Ave., Miami Beach
Miami City Ballet presents “The Nutcracker”. Thirty tickets are avail-
able. For additional tickets call 305-929-7000

Sponsored by Miami City Ballet and MAC AIDS FUND

| www.miamicityballet.org

s

Holiday Happenings
Saturday December 10th ¢ 6pm-midnight
Holiday POT LUCK Party for the Adults
At the center, inside and out 12570 NE 7th Ave.
Join us for an evening of fun, fellowship and a merry ole time with your family and friends from Positive
Connections. Live dancing music by DJ. gift exchange (bring unisex gift valued at $10 ), international potluck

buffet.
Call 305-891-2066 with your food/beverage contribution. Volunteers needed to set up.

Sponsored in part by The MAC AIDS FUND
Saturday December 17th ¢ Noon to 4pm
Kids Heliday Party

Details elsewhere in the newsletter.

A
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The Center for Positive Connections

In collaboration with
North Miami Jaycees,
Knights of Columbus &

georgelopexpromotions.com

presents

8th Annual
Holiday Party

for Children living with
or daffected by HIV/AIDS

To be held at the
Knights of Columbus/ Miami Jaycees Hall, 12100 W. Dixie Highway,
N. Miami

Saturday December 17th
Noon to 4pm

The party includes gifts for the kids, lunch, games, face painting, and
entertainment — Magicians, Clowns, Karaoke, Dance Lessons, Arts &

Crafts, Temporary Tattoos and More

ATTENTION: PARENTS
We’re Making a List

Call to register your children’s names, age and gender.
Limited to 100 children.
DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS
» DECEMBER 10TH.

You must be a dues-paying member of

Positive Connections to participate.

Call 305-891-2066 today !

ELVES & ANGELS NEEDED FOR EVENT
Help with entertainment, games/activities, arts
& crafts, decoration, gifts, food and
beverage, fundraising/ sponsorship.
And we need elves for the day of
event). Bring your skills and
expertise or learn new ones.
Put a smile on their faces as

well as yours.
Call 305-891-2066 to
register to help out

Toy Drive Appeal

The Holidays are coming and we are asking
for your help to donate NEW,
UNWRAPPED GIFTS for the children
(toddlers to 17 years of age) to give away at
our Holiday Party in December.

How about starting a toy drive at your
place of business? It’d be a great way to
make the holidays special for everyone.
We’d be happy to pick up the donations.

Also, while you are shopping at Target in the
next month or two, think of these

kids. ..your gift can make all the world of
difference in their lives. These may be the
only gifts that they will receive this year.
Their mothers’ disability payment of $488
can only go so far! Collections have already
begun. Please drop off at the center prior to
December 15th so we may have enough time
to sort them.

GIFTS NEEDED: toys, games, art supplies,
clothing, shoes and sneakers, walkmans,
portable CD players, makeup and nailpolish
kits, jewelry of all kinds, perfume, teddy
bears, trucks & cars (remote control a plus),
baby dolls, Barbie dolls (white & black),
electronic organizers, gift baskets,
educational games, watches (girls,
waterproof & sports), sheet sets (twin size),
sporting equipment (footballs, basketballs &
hoop, baseballs & bats), cameras, doll
houses, walkie talkies, (NO GUNS
PLEASE). The kids also ask for VCRs, TVs,
computers and bicycles.

And don’t forget large gift bags (100)
and volunteer help.

We look forward to your
support and your
contribution.

CENTER FOR POSITIVE

CONNECTIONS ¢ 305-891-2066
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